CONVERSATIONS  AT  RIOND  BOSSON 271
he said and which might have struck the modern listener
as old-fashioned or even as wrong were probably true and
right when viewed from his particular level. Who knows
whether they will not prove right in the future,, when our
own nervously conceived modern opinions have long been
forgotten ? Irrespective of what Paderewski said, his words
.never sounded like a topical pronouncement soon to be
forgotten ; rather did they create an intellectual atmosphere
in which the time factor became insignificant. One might
have disagreed with many things he said ; but always
something more than a purely intellectual understanding
forced one to accept them without argument. Now I
realized that it no longer mattered whether his piano
playing was still good, or whether his politics were success-
ful. The achievements in themselves seemed of little
consequence. It no longer mattered what he did, but
what he was.
The background for our conversation could not have
been more perfect. Mont Blanc seemed suspended in the
early evening mist like a deity in a Japanese woodcut;
the last rays of a setting sun caught it, bathing its peak in
rose and gold. The trees in the park below the window
showed a Poussin-like elegance of outline in that transparent
light; the lake, motionless and blue, framed in loveliness
a few sailing-boats with their graceful sails. The picture
was almost too perfect.
" It is late, I ought to go," I said, getting up and re-
proaching myself for having forgotten the doctor's orders
and having kept Paderewski for so long. I tried to induce
him to remain in his study or to go straight to his bedroom
to lie down, but he insisted upon coming down with me.
He was as courteous as though he were escorting a guest of
rare distinction. Yet there was nothing embarrassing in
that courteousness ; it did not make his guest fed helpless,
but gave him a feeling of self-respect, of inner satisfaction,
and of a sureness which other people but seldom inspire
in us. A wonderful sense of harmony and strength eman-

